
NAVAJO NATION BAR ASSOCIATDisciplinary Committee W~ u: ~ ilco: ~ ill 
104 East Aztec Avenue 

Gallup, New Mexico 87301 

PUBLIC REPRIMAND OF LaVONNE OSIlrf BAR ASSOC1ArtON 

THIS MATTER having come before the Navajo Na~ion Bar 

Associa tion Discipl inary Committee, upon the Complaint from a 

Social Worker with the Navaj 0 Division of Social Services, the 

Committee having reviewed the Complaint and the response by LaVonne 

Tsosie finds as follows: 

1. Respondent LaVone Tsosie was employed by the Office of the 

Chief Prosecutor for the Chinle District. During her employment in 

2009 there she was contacted by the Navaj 0 Division of Social 

Services regarding a dependency action against a mother involving 

minor children. During the investigation LaVonne Tsosie declined to 

file a dependency action against the mother and advised the 

Division of Social Service. 

2. On SepteIT~er 11, 2009 LaVonne Tsosie resigned her position 

with the Navajo Nation and was contacted by the same mother on 

September 29, 2009. LaVonne Tsosie agreed to represent the mother. 

She obtained a waiver regarding conflict of interest from the 

mother, but failed to contact her former employer, the Navaj 0 

Nation. 

3. On September 16, 2009 the Navajo Nation filed a Petition 

for Adjudication of Dependent Children in the Chinle Family Court 

and scheduled a hearing for the removal of the children. 



4. The Navaj 0 Nation filed a ~10tion to Disqual i fy LaVonne 

Tsosie In October of 2009 and the Court ordered such 

disqualification on October 19, 2009. 

5. LaVonne Tsosie filed a Motion for Reconsideration but 

later filed a Motion to Withdraw and was allowed to withdraw from 

the case on November 2, 2009. 

The Navajo Nation Bar Association Disciplinary Committee has 

concluded that LaVonne Tsosie agreed to represent the mother in an 

action filed by her former employer, the Navajo Nation. Rule 1. 9 

provides that a lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a 

matter shall not thereafter represent another person in the same or 

substantially related matter unless the former client consents 

after consultation. Rule 1.11 also provides that a lawyer shall 

not represent a private client in connection with a matter in which 

the lawyer participated personally and substantially as the public 

officer or employee, unless the appropriate government agency 

consents after consultation. Since Ms. Tsosie represented the 

mother without the consent of the Naval' a Nation the " C 't-tomml_ ee 

concludes that she has violated the Rules of Professional Conduct 

and hereby publically reprimands her for such conduct. The 

Respondent is encouraged to refrain from any such behavior In the 

future. 

Dated: June 8 t 2010. 

NAVAJO NATION BAR ASSOCIATION 
DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE 


